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REFLECTIONS ror SATURDAY EVENING. 
—_—_—->— 

« Commune with your own hearl and in your own chamber, 
« and be still.” Psat, iv. 4. 

ir this exhortation applies with peculiar force on one day above 
another, it is at the close of the last day of the week, which has 
in it many incitements to serious reflection. One week is gone, 
and a refleeting mind can hardly dismiss it, without considering 
how it has heen spent: Its labours are over, its trials are past, its 
pleasures have been enjoyed, and a good practical lesson may be 
drawn by summing up the account. Like men of worldly pru- 
dence, (who, alas! are often wiser in their generation than the chil- 
dren of light) we may strike a profit and loss balance of the ac- 
counts of the past week, and judge with pretty good accuracy how 
we are going on—whether we are laying up treasures of the right 
kind and in the right place, or whether we are proceeding in a 
ruinous scheme, and wasting that which we can never buy again. 
By this too, we shall be able to judge of the comparative value of 
vice and virtue, religion and irreligion, and see which is the most 
profitable rule of life. Have we embarked in any scheme of vice? 
What is the return we have drawn fromit? Sensual pleasure, low 
and degrading, short in continuance, unsatisfactory in enjoyment, 
bitter in the memory, disgraceful in the stery, heavy on the con- 
science. In the true calculation of happiness the balance stands 
against it, and if wise, we will take care not to let such losing ven- 
tures appear in our future accounts. How different stands the 
balance with actions, which truly conscientious and pure motives 
bave prompted—suppose they did require some little sacrifice 
from us, how will they have repaid us !—In peace of mind and ap- 
probation of conscience, they have a hundred times made up to us 
all loss of selfish gratification. ‘They stand high on the favourable 
side of the account; and if we understand our own interest, we will 
be very careful to let them oftcn appear there. 


But to drop all figurative language, on a subject which needs no 
figures to exalt its importance, let me admonish all those who may 
chance to peruse. these observations, of the value of that frequent 
examination and reflection in regard to their spiritual state, of 
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which they so well understand the use in application to their tem- 
poral interests. And besides the general principles, I would ‘in- 
culcate the necessity of stated periods for the performance of this 
duty ; for being a duty which has an equal claim on one day as well 
as another; unless we ourselves beforehand make the selection, it 
will share the fate of all unappropriated duties, and be shifted off 
from day to day, until the period of its performanceys past ; until 
sickness or old age overtake us, and death put an end at once to all 
delay and postponement: And what makes this the more probable, 
is, that the examination of our lives is a hard and thankless task, 
when we find much in them to censure; a task, which, unless a 
man takes up from sense of duty, he never will from inclination : 
And what reason makes probable, experience shews to be the case. 
Men live and die without ever seriously performing a duty mest 
essential to their spiritual welfare, and that, not from denying its 
importance, but from continually putting it off, without any specifi- 
ed period for attending to it. \ 

If these things be so, if the importance of the duty be so great, 
and delay so dangerous, what shall we say in answer to this exhor- 
tation? Shallwe say with Ferix—“ Go thy way this time, when 
I have a convenient season I will send for thee ”” Why so we 
have said for twenty, perhaps for forty years past. How then can 
we be justifaed in depending on this vague and uncertain resolution ? 
If we have neglected it thus long, what security have we that we 
will not neglect it much longer? Believe me we have none; what 
is delayed to-day, will be delayed to-morrow ; what is put off from 
this year, will be put off from the next, untilat length no to-morrow 
or next be left us. ‘This is, indeed, a most important subject, and 
not to be given the go by, like the ordinary topics of life: Serious- 
ly attended to, and well performed, it secures to us the greatcat 
comfort in life, the strongest solace in death, and the best prepara- 
tion we can make through a Redeerrer’s merits for a blessed Eter- 
nity: Neglected, it will ever be athorn in our side for our con- 
science to wound us withal, and the heaviest weight on our spirits 
in the hour of death. “ How long halt ye,” said the Leader of Is- 
rael to the backsliding Jews, “ how long halt ye be between two 
opinions ? If the Lorp be God (follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
him.” Wet not this reproach rest upon us—the Loxp he is Gon, 
and let us follow him. Let us reverence his name, and obey his 
precepts ; let us sizictly examine our hearts and conduct; let us 








learn our offences; let us bewail; let us r form them—and pro- 
‘ceeding in sincerity in this holy work, God’s grace will aid our 
46 
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436 * 
weaktless, and his blessing will crown our labours with success.—If 
‘we acknowledge self-examination and repentance to be our duty, 
why, let us but act like reasonable men and perform our duty: If 
we delay it in some shew of reason, let us examine those reasons 
and see if they be sufficient to justify our delay: Let us canvass 
them like men who are in earnest in the matter; like men who seek 
their true duty, and not the justification of their neglect. If we 
examine them in this spiril, we will find there is nothing in 
them: Arguments for delay, are arguments for sin; it is a little 
more indulgence of inclination; a little longer enjoyment of the 
world ; a little more pleasure or a little more gain; and then we wiil 
controul our passions, and correct our lives by God’s holy word. 
But whata mockery is this of God and Religion! He calls upon us 
for our best days and our purest affections ; and do we think to 
put him off with the dregs of life, and passions sated with the world? 
He commands us to make Him and his law the first in our thoughts 
and motives. We think it sufficient to call Him in at the last, to 
fill up the’ vacuity which the world leaves. Bat it will not do. 
Our religion must be a ruling principle: It must regulate our lives, 
and not be regulated by them: Love to God must hold the first 
place in our affections ; obedience to Him the first place in our mo- 
tives: Faith in our Saviour must be a living principle, bringing 
forth in us the fruits of the Spirit: Gratitude and thankfulaess our 
lives must speak, as well as our lips. Such must our religion be, 
and such alone will God accept. Letus then arouse ourselves and 
lay these things seriously to mind; for whether we chuse it or not, 
reflection will one day come upon us ; and the only question for us 
to decide, is, whether it shall come as friend or foe ; whether it 
shall be to us a source of sorrow or joy. If now we accustom our- 
selves to a serious examination of our lives, reflection will ever be 
a welcome guest to our bosoms, and in the hours of feebleness or 
disease, the greatest solace we can have of our situation. It will 
tell of time well spent, of talents well employed ; it will tell of the 
constant endeavour of a good life to live above the corruption of 
nature, and to purify ourselves by God’s grace to be meet com- 
panions for the saints in glory ; and when the closing scene arrives, 
reflection will cheer us with the prospect of a better world, through 
the merits of a blessed Redeemer. But behoid the reverse. If 
we drive away reflection by business or pleasure, and allow life to 
run on in carelessness or vice, we indeed put off the evil day, but 
to come. upon us with tenfold horrors. ‘The day of reflection must | 
and wil come; in the hours of sickness and despondency it will 
overtake us, and take full and ample vengeance of our neglect.— 
It will harrase a weakened body and a troubled mind, and drive us 
almost to despair: It will follow us to the brink of the grave, and 
never leave us, till closing our eyes in this world, we open them in 
the next; open them on such scenes as neither eye nor ear,hath 
witnessed, nor human reflection ever painted. Ask me not, what 
a dying sinner feels. We sce but the least of bissufferings. God 
alone can tell the horrors of that hour. It is not that he is closing 
his eyes in death, it is not that weepiagdriends and relatives sur- 
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round him; itis not the pain of dying; these are nought to him, 
but itis the remembrance of an ill-spent life, the anguish of a trou 
bled mind, the remorse of an awakened conscience, the sting of 
guilt and sin, the dread of an avenging God, which prey upon him 
and bring him down in horror to the grave ; and even while life is 
retiring and the sinner seems at rest, the spirit may yet be raging 
within ; that fire which is never quenched may already be lighted 
up init; that worm which never dies may already be gnawing 
within: And so it is—that fire is an awakened conscience, that 
worm is remorse; and so long as reflection holds her seat, can 
never be extinguished, can never die. These are horrors which 
we who stand by the dying bed, cannot see, nor, perhaps, very 
rightly conceive,*and God grant we may never feel. But would 
we make sure, not to feel God’s hand thus heavy upon us, let us 
cout reflection now, that we may learn all it cay say against 
us; let us examine our lives—let us reform thein. Doing this in 
sincerity, reflection will be our comfort, God wil! be our Friend, 
and whether we live or die, we may rest with humble confidence on 
our Saviour’s merits. PASTOR. 
—=—— 


CHRISTIAN HERALD.—SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


We have received the first and secood numbers of Tue Curis r:an 
Hmraup, a weekly paper, by Joun E. Catpwexu, of New-Y or! 
It is well printed in octavo form, containing 16 pages; and the Editor 
is well qualified for the duties of his new employment. 

"lhe principal and most important matter contained in the number: 
we have received, is a very interesting account of the commence- 
We feel 
bound to present the readers of the Visrranr with this history of a 
Benevolent Institution, from which the poor of Great- Britain have 
experienced such happy effects; an Institution which is just begia- 


ment and progress of SunpAy Scroons ia Great-Pritain. 


ing to take root in our own soil, and from which we may likewise 
expect to reap the fruits of industry, virtue and piety, in an un- 
fortunate class of beings, who are now too much distinguished for 
idleness, vice and wickedness. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Among the several institutions which are the offspring of Christian 
philanthzepy, and which do honour to the Christian name, that ot 
Sunday Schools certeinly holds no ordinary rank. In Great-Britain, 
where the system appears to have originated, its value has been am- 
ply tested, by an experience of neore than thirty years of ifs benign 
effects upon the lower orders of society. 

The attertion and interest which this subject has excited in the 
United States, and especially the exertions in its favour, which it hae 
recently called forth in this city, have induced us to give it a promi 
nent place in this paper. 

The benefit which the cause of religion derives from teaching the 
illiterate poor to read the Bible, is of iteeffone of the grea'est that 
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ean be promoted by human ageney upon that large, and formerly | zine for 1784, vol. 54, p. 410.) that publication diffused the subject 


much neglected, portion of the community. 

It has other highly imporiant advantages also, which will be fully 
developed in the history and progress of that institution ; a summary 
of which it is intended occasionally to exhibit in the course of this 
publication. 

We shall commence that history, by furnishing an account given 
of its origin by ite venerable founder, Robert Raikes, in a letter adl- 
dressed to Col. Townley, of Lancashire, premised by some remarks 
respecting the reflections which prompted that philanthropist. to plan 
this laudable undertaking; as extracted from The Sunday School Re- 
pository, published in England. 

At a period of life when success rarely inspires moderation in the 
pursuits of fortune, Mr. Raikes remembered the great law of his Chris- 
tian profeesion, that no maa liveth lo himself. He looked around for 
occasions of disinterested, yet not uoproductive, exertion, and found 
them near at hand. Prevention of crimes, by instruction or reproof, 
and compassion for even justly suffering criminals, were united if his 
idea of Christian benevolence, which 

To every want, and every wo, 

Te guilt itself, when in distress, 

‘he balm of pity will impart, 

And all relief that bounty can bestow. 


According to the European Magasine, for 1788, (xiv. 315.) 


* The first object that demanded his notice was the miserable | 


state of the county Bridewell, within the city of Gloucester, which 
being part of the county gaol, the persons committed by the magis- 
trate out of the Sessions for petty offences, associated, through ne- 
ecasity, with felons of the worst description, with little or no means 
of assistance from labour; with little, if any, allowance from the 
county; without either meat, drink, or clothing; depending chiefly 
on the precarious charity of such as visited the prison, whether brought 
thither by business, curiosity, or compassion. 

“ ‘'T'o relieve these miserable and forlorn wretches, and to render 
their situation supportable at least, Mr. Raikes employed both his 
pen, his influence, and his property, to proenre them the necessaries 
of life; and finding thatiguorance was generally the procuring cauze 
of those enormities which brought them to become objects of his no- 
tice, he determined, if possible, to procure them some moral and reli- 
gious instruction. In this he succeeded, by means of bounties and 
encosragement given to “uch of the prisoners as were able to read ; 
and these, by being directed to proper books, improved both them- 
selves and their fellow-prisoners, and affurded great encouragement 
to persevere in the benevolent design. He then procured for 
them a supply of work, to preclude every excuse and temptation to 
idleness.” 

Mr. Raikes could not pursue his gencrous purpose towards there 
forlorn outeasts from civilized life, without many serious reflections. 
His mind must have been peculiarly affected with the sad conse- 
quences arisiog from the negiect, or rather the total absence, of op- 
portunities for early instruction among the poor. He was thus pre- 


pared to indulge a secoad project, the success of which he lived 


to see extending, probably, beyond his most sanguioe expevia- 
tions. 

Mr. Raikes, in the year 1783, inserted a paragraph in his weck 
Journal, giving a short account of the good effects resulfing from th 
first little trial ofa Sunday School, This paragraph chanced to ta! 
under the inspection of Colonel Townly, a gentieman of Lancashire, 
who in consequence, (the paragraph being anonymous) wrote to the 
Mayor of Gloucester, desiring further information, which produced 
the following letter. 
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Colonel Towaly having desired leave to pub- | 


lish this letter in the Gentlemaa’s Magaziue, (see Gentleman’s Maga. | 


throughout the kingdom. 
[fO BE CONTINUED. | 
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EPISTOLARY. 
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LETTERS 

FROM BARON HALLER TO HIS DAUGHTER, 
On the Truths of the Christian Religion. 

LETTER lV. 
To Hin were united all those qualities which bespeak 
the true Ambassador of God. We believe the existence of many things, the manner 


of whose existence we can neither asccitain nor compreleod. This Doctrine illus 
on the properties of bodies, or physical ex- 


Divine Mission of Jesus Christ. 


trated fiom observations and i easculuge 
istence. Application of it to spiritual subjects. 

I sHALL not attempt to explain this great mystery; let the rela- 
tion of it suffice. Ata time precisely marked by the ancient pro- 
phecies, there appeared a person endued with extraordinary powers ; 
he communicated to men a doctrine, which he declared he had re- 
ceived from God, and taught them what were the means which God, 
in his infinite wisdom, had adopted to expiate their transgressions.— 
This divine person performed atl the conditions to which this par- 
don was annexed; and, taking upon himself the sins of the world, 
shed forth his blood in order to effeee them. If it is true that this 
messenger Or envoy of God hath actually appeared in the world 
—if it is true that his words have been faithfully preserved—if it 
is true that he hath confirmed his heavenly mission by an infinite 
number of miracies, and that his doctrine excetied, both in wisdom 
and purity, all that the united efforis of men have ever been able to 
discover—if the sanctity of his life corresponded with the precepts he 
had delivered ; and, lastly, if this eminent person hath been equally 
incapable of deceiving and being deceived, equally exempt from er- 
ror and falsehood, we may then answer this grand question, How can 
man make his peace with God? How can guilty mortals wait with con- 
fidence the sentence of the Sovereign Judge ?—N othiag now remains but 
the proof of bis appearance. I shall, therefore, endeavor to inquire, 
what are the distinguishing marks which ought to ¢haracterise a mes- 
senger sent from God ; and to shew that they all met in the person 
of Jesus of Nazareth; for in him were united all those qualities which 
should evidence the true ambassador of God: from whenee we must 
conclude that al! his words are irue. It would be no proof of good 
zeuse to question the veracity of snch a person. What man is there. 
who hath at all reflected on tee narrow limits of the heman under- 
standiug, and hath in the least sfudied nature, but hath had occasion 
to remark, that we are assured, irom exzrerieuce, of the existence of 
a creat number of facts which are contrary to our speculations ?— 
When we could examive the doubtiul principles upen which we pre- 
tend to decide on the credibility of things, we may easily perceive 
how little the vbjections, which are suggested to us by the feeble 
lights by which we are diveeted in our researches, should hinder ue 
from believing that which is marked with the impression of truth. Ja 
material ohjecis, we are daily oblized to confess, that what appeared 
fo ns as contradictory, is however irue, and that of necessity; with 
how much mere reason then may we apply this observation to things 
Which are spiritual. It is fom experience, or from the conformity 
of a great uumber of events, that we orviuarily deduce the measure 
of possibility, or the rules by which to form our judgment; these are 
confined within ceriain limitations, beyond which we caanot pene- 
trate. Who can comprehend, tor example, a Being who hath exist- 
ed from all eternity, aud who is without beginning? Yet the enemies 
of revelation couiess the necessity of such a Being; demonstrative 
evidence forcea from (hem this confession. Is not this acknowledg- 
ing, that a thing really exists, which, however, ts repugnant to ail 
our conceptions? And are not the divisibilify of bodies, and their 
motions, amongst these things which are incompreheasible? The 
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& & 
last is proved by the evidence of the senses; but yet the under- 
standing forms uo clear idea of it: ‘The first is admitted from the 
proofs of reason, though it has all the appearance of impossibilify.— 
‘Yhis instance hath been often proposed ; it is not the less true, be- 
cause of ifs application to our subject. An African hath never had 


an opportunity of seeing that water was capable of solidity, and of 


culting like a piece of metal; an European hath never seen that 
mercury could be fixed, and become like soiid silver. When, there- 
fore, the African concludes, from an infinite number of experiments, 
the result of which is always the same, that water will never lose its 
fluidity ; and when an European makes a similar conclusion relative 
to mereury, from the same priuciple, it is manifest that they both form 
erroneous deductions, by reasoning from the constant experience of 
all men and all times. 

And whence is the cause of these errors? A yariéty of facts and 
cecurrences pass in review before us; from particular cases, we are 
too apt to draw a general inference, ant conclude that they must afl 
resemble one another, though perhaps there are many of them which 
we have not seen. 

if, then, we are Riable to error, in regard to the properties of bodies, 
which, notwithstanding, are subject to the examination of the senses, 
and if experience oftentimes obliges us to retract the judgment which 
we had formed; how much more cautious ought we to be in pronoun- 
cing our opinions on the properties of spirit; or in presuming to de- 
iermine on the impossibilily of a thing, because we have not 
proved it, and are not able tocomprehend its essence or manner ! 

All that we would pretend to infer from these retlections is, that the 
difficulties which present themselves, in every kind of truths, though 


we may not be in a condition to form an absolute determination upon | 


them, should not prevent us from giving them our assent when once 
they are cuiiciently proved. How litt!e reason then have we to be 
surprised, if we meet with difficulties in conceiving the manner of the 
union betwixt God and man; since we have certain prools that our 
Saviour, who was incapable of falsehood, hath represeuted himseil as 
partaking of the Divine Nature ? 
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SKETCH 
OF ‘THE LIFE OF LADY RACHEL RUSSEL. 
BY LINDLEY MURRAY. 


f.apy Racnen Russet, caughter of the Earl of Southampton, was 
bern about the year t63¢. She appears to have possessed a truly 
noble mind, a solid understanding, an amiable and a benevolent tem- 
per. Her pious resignation, and religious deportment, under the 
pressure of very deep distress, afford’a highly instructive example, 
and an eminent instance of the power of religion to sustain the mind 
in the greatest storms and dangers, when the waves of afiliction 
threaten to overwhelm it. 

itis well known, that the husband of this lady, William, Lord 
Russel, was beheaded in the reign of Charles the second ; that he 
was aman of great merit; and that he sustained the execution of 
his severe sentence, with Christian and invincible fortitude. During 
the period of her illustrious husband’s troubles, she condncted herself 
with a mixture of the most tender affection, and the most surprising 
magnanimity. She appeared in court at his trial ; and when the at- 
torney-general told him, “‘ He might employ the hand of one of his 
servants in waiting, to take notes of the evidence for his use,” Lord 
Russel answered, that * he asked none, but that of the lady who sat 
by him.” The spectators, at these words, turned their eyes, and 
beheld the daughter of the virtuous Southampton rising up to agsist 
her lord in this his utmost distress: a thrill of anguish ran through 
the assembiy. After his coudemnation, she threw herself at the 


king’s feet ; and pleaded, but alas! in vain, the merits and loyalty 
of her fatber, in order to save her husband. 
When the time of separation came, ker conduct appears to be wor- 
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thy of the highest admiration: for without a sigh or tear, she toak 
her last farewell of her husband, though it might have been expect- 
ed, as they were so happy in each other, and no wife eould possibly 
surpass her in affection, that the torrent of her distress would have 
overflowed its banks, and been too mighty for restraint. Lord Rus- 
sel parted from his lady with a composed silence ; and observing bow 
greatly she was supported, said, after she was gone, “ ‘he bitterness 
of death is now past :” for he loved and esteemed her beyond ex- 
pression. He declared, that “ she had been a great blessing to him ;” 
and observed, that * he shouk! have been miserable, if she had not 
possessed so great magnanimity of spirit joined to her tenderness, as 
never to have desired him to do a base thing to save his life.” He 
said, * ‘here was a signal providence of God, in giving him such a 
wife, in whom were united noble birth aod fortune, great understand- 
ing, great religion, and great kinduess to bimself; but that her beha- 
viour in his extremity, excecded all. 

After the death of her lord upon the scaffold, this excellent woman, 
encompassed with the darkest clouds of affliction, seemed to be ab- 
sorbed in a religious concern, to behave properly under the afflicting 


hand of God; and to fulfil the duties now devolyed upon herself 


alone, in the care, education, disposal, and happiness of her children; 
those living remains of her lord, which had been so dear to bim, ani! 
which were, for his sake, as well as their own, so dear to herself. 
‘The fellowing short extracts from a few of her letiers, evince the 
humble and pious frame of her mind; the great benefit she derived 
from her afflictions ; and the comfortable hope she entertained of her 
future rest and felicity. 
* You, my friend, who knew us both, and how we lived, must 
allow I have just cause to bewail my loss. I know it is common with 
others ‘o lose a friend; but few can glory in the happiness of having 
lived with such a one, and few, consequently, can lament the like 
loss. Who but must shrink at such a blow, till, by the mighty aid of 
the Holy Spirit, they let the gift of God, which he has put into their 
hearts, interpese? O! if Ldid steadfastly beleeve, I could not be de- 





jected ; for I will not injure myself to say, I offer my mind any inferi- 


or consolation to supply this loss. No; I most willingly forsake this 
world, this vexatious, troublesome world; in which I have no other 
business, than to rid my soul from sin, and secure my eternal inter- 
ests; to bear, with patience and courage, my eminent misfortunes, 
and ever hereafter to be above the siniles and frowns of it: and hav- 
ing finished the remnant of the work appointed me on the earth, joy- 
fully to wait for the heavenly perfection in God’s good time, when, by 
his infinite mercy, | may be accounted worthy to enter into the same 
place of rest and repose, where he is gone for whom I grieve.” 


——‘“ The future part of my life will not, I expect, pass, as per- 
haps I would choose.—Sense has long enough been satisfied; indeed 
a0 long, I know not how to live by faith: yet the pleasant stream 
that fed it near fourteen years together, being gone, I have no sort of 
refreshment, but when } can repair to that living Fountain, whence 
all flows; while I look not at the things which are seen, but at those 
which are not seen, expecting that day which will settle and com- 
pose all iny tumultuous thoughts, in perpetual peace and quiet.” 


*“ The consideration of the other world is not only a very 
great, but, in my small fudgment, the only support under the greatest 
of afflictions that can befal us here. ‘The enolivening heat of those 
glories, is sufficient to animate and refresh us, in our dark passage 
through this world : And, notwithstanding, [am below the meanest 
o! God’s servants, and have not, in the least degree, lived answera- 
bly to those opportunities I have had ; yet my Mediator is my judge, 
and he will not despize weak beginnings, though there be more 
smoke than flame. He will help us in believing ; and, though he 
suffer us to be cast down, will not cast us off, if we commit our cause 
to him.—I strive to reflect how large my portion of good things has 
been; and though they are passed away, no more to return, yet I 
have a pleasant work to do, to dress up my soul for my desired change, 
and fit it for the converse of angels, and the spirits of just men made 
perfect; among whom, my hope is, my loved lord is one; and my 
often repeated prayer to God is, that if I have a reasonable ground 
for that hope, it may give refreshmeut to my poor soul.” 
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-~———'' 'rom the enticing delights of the world, 
event, be betler weaned. "I was too rich in possessions, while I pos- 
sessed him. All relish now is gone. I bless God for it; and pray 
that | may more and more turn the stream of my affections upwards, 
and set my heart upon the ever-satisfying perfections of God: not 
starting at his darkest provideaces, but remembering continually, that 
either his glory, justice, or power, ts advanced by ev ery one of them, 
and that merey is over all his works; a3 we shall one day, with ra- 
vishing delight behold. In the mean time, | endeavour to suppress 
all wild imaginations, which « melancholy mind is apt to letan, 
and to say, with the man in the gespel— i believe, help thou 
my unbelief.” 

—“Jt is the grace of God which disposes me to ask for, and 
thirst after such comloris as the world cannot give. Woaat comforts 
it can give, | am most sure 1 have felt, and experienced to be uncer- 
tain and perishing. Such [ will never more, the grace of God assist- 
ing, look after: And yet I expect a joyful day after some mournful 
ones; and though I walk sadly through the valley of death, 1 will 
fear no evil, humbling myself under the mighty hand of God, who 
will save in the day of trouble. He knows my sorrows, apd the 
weakness of my person: [ commit myself and mine to him.—'The 
saddest state to a good soul, will one day end inrest. ‘his is my 
best comfort, and a greater we cannot have; yet the degree 1s raised, 
when we consider that we shall not ouly rest, but live in regions of 
unspeakable bliss. ‘his should lead us sweetly through the dark 
passage of the world; and suffer us to start at nothing we either 


I can, alter this [s late when they heard you were taken il 
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lat A——-, for they feared 
the school would come to nothing if you were dead.” Having ex- 
pressed my hope that it would not fail, should it please God to cail 
me hence, the good woman proceeded in the folowing manner. 

** I lived several years at your friend Mr. J. M’s: my master feared 
God, but [ was totally ignorant. When he would begin to read, 1 
would contrivesto get away, for I hated to hear reading. 1 tell you 
this, that you may know how bad i was. It however pleased God 
to enlighten my mind under a sermon, which produced an earnest 
desire to flee from the wrath toeome. Just at this time (about seven- 
teen years ago) the Sunday school was begun, and I thought 1 could 
give all the world for it, if it were possiblecthat 1 could learn to read 
the word of God. I enqnired of many persons, whether it was possi- 
ble that I could learn, as 1 was near forty years oh}; but they gave 
me no encouragement. At length I made free to ask you, and the 
answer you gave me, I will never forget as long as I live. In skort, 
sir, you told me you had no doubt, if 1 perseve ‘red, but 1 would sue- 
ceed. 1 believed your word; gave a penny for a small book; at- 
tended the Sunday school; jearned the letters ; began to spell; and 
in some time boughta ‘Testament, which, thank God, [ was enabled 
to read.”” Having expressed my hope that she had derived instrac- 
tioa and consolation from the sacred Oracles, in the varied circum- 
stances of life, she answered in the affirmative, quoting several perti- 
nent passages, and applying them to her own state; at the same 
tine observing, “ My comfort has been greatly increased this year ; 
for as you know my step-daughter Hannah, and my litle daughter 





meet with, or our fears suggest may happen to us 


To Lady Fssex, she wrote as follows :—* I sensiddh God one day | 


to speak peace to our afflicted miuds, and not to suffer us to be dis- 
appointed of our great hope. 
svlation, till this world passes away : an unkind and trustless world 
this has been to us. Why it bas been such, God knows best. All 
his dispensations serve the end of his providences; and they are ever 
beautiful, and muet be good, and good to every one of us; and even 
these dismal ones are so to us, if we can bear evidence to our own 
souls, thatare better for our afflictions; which is often the case wilh 
those who suller wronglully. We may reasonably believe our friends 
have found that rest we yet but hope for; and what better com- 
fort can you or I desire, in this valley of the shadow of death 
we are walking through ? The rowgher our path is, the more delight- 
ful and ravishiug will be the great change.” 

above forty wears, and continued his wi- 
dow to the end of her life. She died in the year 1723, in the &7th 
year of her age. Her continued trust and hope in Him, who had 
been the staff of her life, and her support in affliction, is evidenced 
by the following deciaration, made not long before the end of her cays. 
* God his not denied me the support of his Holy Spirit, in this my 
long day of calamity ; but enabled me, in some measure, to rejoice 
in him as my portion forever. He has provided a remedy for all eur 
griefs, by his sure promises ef another life, where there is no death, 
nor auy pain nor trouble, but fulmess of joy, in the presence of Him = 
who made us, and who will love us for ever.” 


She survived Lord Russel 


ANECDOTES.—SELECT! 


But we must wait for our day of con- ih 


Anne, have attended the Sunday school since ever they were able ; 
‘and Hannah got a premium of a Bible last year. Little Anne also 
improved so fast, that she was removed to the first class, and can now 

read the Bible. During the winter, they followed the advice given 
, When the school was dismissed, and read three or four chapters every 
| night; and, as [ was not before acquainted with the Bible, (the Old 
Testament) it was like a new world opened to us; for though we 
are ignorant, the children tell what they hear at the school, and we 
| speak about the meaning of what they read; and this affords us great 
| comfort.” L observed that Haonah and Anne had given much satis- 
| faction by their improvement and good conduet in school; but wish- 
ed to know what effect it had on their conduct at home. She re- 
j plied. © My s sten-d laughter Hannah was only two months at the week- 
y — in her fife; you see her improvement in learning, and she 
does her werk without being bid; she will not suffer me to doa hard 
to; she is good to her little sister, and she could not he better to 
me i she were my ewn child a hundred times over: I hope Anne 
will copy after her; in short, we have nothing but peace.” Alter 
expressing their gratitude to God for the benetits recelyed 
Sunday School, aud requesting an oecusienal visit, | 
leave. 
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ANECDOTES. 


Phe Soi lowing Anicdoles are fram thé Report ef one of the Associations 


belonging to the North-Puast London Auxiiiary Bible Society. 


A woman called on me to bee a Bible: TP said, Are you too poor 
to pay a penny aweek © © Yes, I am.” she answered: “lam a 
widow, with two children: my bed is straw, and my only support is 





SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTE, 
From the Appendix to the Fourth Repert ‘of the Hibernian Sunday 
School Society. 


As I was taking a walk some weeks since, Tt called at a house 
which | had not been in the habit of visiting, though the two chil- 
dren were regular Sunday scholars: after being received with a 
hearty welcome, and the most unequivocal expressions of joy, | sat 
down, and the good woman of the house addressed me as follows.— 

‘ We can’t tell how happy we are to see you, for you must know, the 


sixpence a-day.” [T called upon her, and found her story (o be true : 
a Bible was given her, whic hs he received with great joy. Heraged 
mother, who was sick, desired to be fifted trom her bed of straw, that 
she might stand up to thank the Soeie ty. When she recovered, she 
called some of her poor neighhowre together, and read to them: one 
of them said, “ I wonder who made Gox r «© Q,” replied she, “ how 
can you think of uttering such a wieked saying ? and so iznorant!” 
“ Well,” said she, * }do not know any thing about if, but IT will 
have a Bible, and then | shall know!” 


—_— 





Another poor woman shewed her ‘Testament toa very wicked and 





children look upon you as their father; they were all in great grief 





ignorant man; and endeavoured to inform him what the Bible cou- 








—_—_—- -—-- TI 








442. 


tained. He was surprised; and immediately gave her three pence 

_toget his name put down as a subscriber of that sum per week for a 
Bible. He went home to his wife, and said, “ I have been subscribing 
fora Bible.”—“ A Bible!” said she, “ Whatis a Bible ??—*“ A book,” 
replied he, “ that says there is to 5e a Day of Judgment, and that 
you are to be called to an aceount for all the wicked things you have 
done.”—'They ere now subscribing for a Bible with great cheer. 
fulness. 

Another case ! shai! mentioa, is that of a famfly on whom I called 
fo get security for a poor woman, who was to have a box of linen 
from a Benevolent Society. While one went to borrow a pen and 
ink, I entered into coaversation with the man about some pictures 
that hung round (he room. The story was Joseph and his Brethren. 
On my observing that Joseph was represented far too young, he said 
with a smile of great contempt, “ For my part, i know nothing at all 
about it. I never read a page of the Bible in my life ; neither do I 
want to read it. 
piece of music, “ and this is what I delight ia..’--* Well,” I said, 
“that is amusement for time ; the Bible is for eternity!’ The man 
changed countenance instantly, and made no answer. I continned 
the conversation. His wile, who stood by during the time, burst into 
tears, and said, “Oh! am I too old to learn to read it ? I will pay 
six nence per week to that Society which you say will let us have 
one for a penny, and we wi!! go aad hear the word of God preach- 
ed.’’—I have the satisfaction to say, that they regularly attend Di- 
vine Worship, and now read the Bibbe daily. By their persuasion, 
two other famiiies have become subscribers for Bibles. 


pa 


From a late London Paper. 


TESTIMONIES IN FAVOUR OF THE BIBLE, 
BY CELBBRATED CHARACTERS. 


I'he celebrated Sir William Jones, at the end of his Bible, wrote 
the following words :—‘‘ | have regularly and attentively perused 
these Holy Seriptures; and am of opinion, that this volume (inde- 
pendently of its divine origin) contains more true sublimity, more ex- 
quisite beauty, more pure morality, more important history, and finer 
strains of poetry and eloquence, than can be collected from all other 
books, in whatever age or language they may have heen writteu.— 
The unstrained application of them to events which took place long 
alter the publication, is a solid ground for beliefthat (hey are genuine 
productions, and consequently inspired ” 


Mr, Addison, speaking of the superior perfections of the Sacred 
Volume to every human work, says, the great and glorious truths 
which it discovers to us, are, compared with those which we else- 
where acquire, as the Creator contrasted with his works. ‘ Had 
Cicero,” says he, ‘‘ lived to see all that Christianity has brought to 
light, how would he who so fondly hoped for immortality, have lavish- 
ed out all the force of eloquence in those noblest of contemplations— 
the Resurrection, and the Judgment that will follow it: How had his 
breast glowed with pleasure, when the whole compass of futurity, re- 
vealed in these pages, lay open to his view! How would he have 
entered, with the force of lightning, into the affections of his hearers, 
upon those glorious themes, which are contaiaed in the Bible— 
themes, which when enlarged on by a skilful Christian orator, make 
us break out info the same expressions, as those of the two disciples 
who met our Saviour after he rose from the dead: “ Did not our 
hearts burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while 


he opened unto us the Scriptares ?”’ 


The learned Mr. Locke, (after demonstrating the truth of the Holy 
Scriptures in various ways) thus expressed himself, in a letter toa 
friend, just before he died :—*“ Study the Holy Scriptures, especially 
the New Testament; for therein are contained the words of eterna! 
fife. ‘The Bible has God for its author, Salvation for its ead, and 


truth for its matter, without ary mixture of error.” 


This is what 1 amuse mysei! with,” pointing to a | 
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Similar testimonies in favour of the Bible might be adduced in the 
immortal Bacon, Lord Verulam; in the great Sir Isaac Newton, who 
wrote to prove the excellence of the Scriptures; in Mr. Boyle, who 
instituted means to elucidate theis truth; in Mr. West, who wrote a 
Treatise on the subject of the Resurrection ; in Lord George Lyttle- 
ton, whose illustrious rank received splendour from his talents, and 
who has done essential service to the Christian cause, by his admira- 
ble work on the conversion of St. Paul; all these it will be observed 
were Laymen, and therefore cannot be suspected of any undue par- 
tiality for the Scriptures; and to such distinguished names might be 
added those of a Milton, a Hale, a Johnson, a Cowper, a Bryant, a 
Beattie, a Cumberland—Laymen also most eminently distinguished 
for their Jearning and science ; yet, who deemed all their learning, 
all seience, of little worth, compared with what they derived from 


the Book of God. 


The excellent Dr. Watts, (in his advice to a young man) says : 
* Whatever your circumstances may be in this world, value the Bi- 
ble, as your best treasure ; and, whatever may be your employment, 
look upon Religion as your best business. ‘The Bible contains eter 
val life in it, and Religion is the only way for you to become possess- 
ed of it.” 


Dr. Leachman, upon his death bed, thus addressed the son of a 
nobleman who had been under his care. “ You see, my young friend, 
the situation in which Lnow am. I have not many days to live, and 
am happy that you witness the tranquility of my last moments. But 
itis not tranquilily alone ; it is joy and Wiumph-——nay, it is complete 
exultation.” His features brightened, and his voice rose in energy as 
fre spoke. ‘ And whence,” said he, “ does this exultation spring /— 
From that Book,” said he, pointing to the Bible. —* From that bless 
ed Book, too much neglected indeed, but which contains invalv ble 
treasures! ‘Treasures of bliss and rejoicing, for it makes us certain, 
that (his mortal shall put on immortality.” 


Judge Hale, in a letter to his children, says, “ It has been my prac- 
tice to require you to be frequent in reading the Seriptures, with due 
observation and understanding, which will make you wise (or this 
world, and that which is to come.” And in a letter to his con, he 
gays, “ There is no book like the Bible for excellent tearning, wis- 
dom, and use: it is want of understanding in them who thiok or 
speak otherwise.” 

Lord Rochester, in his last illness, would frequently lay his hand 
on the Bible, and say: “ There is true philosophy. There is the wis- 
dom that speaks to the héart. A bad life is the ouly grand objection 
to this book.” 


Sir John Eardly Wilmot, io a letter to his eldest son, expresses 
himself in these words: “ Let me exhort you to read with the great- 
est atteulion both the Old and New Testaments, you will find your 
mind extremely becalmed by so doing, and every tumultuous pasz- 
sion bridied by that firm belief of a resurrection, which is so evident: 
ty mayked out and impressed upon mankind, by Christianity.” 


Dr. Samuel Johnson, in his last itlness, called a young centleman, 
who sat up with him during the night, to his bed-side, and addressed 
him in these words: “ Youug man, attend to the advice of one who 
has possessed a certain degree of fame in the world, and who will 
shortly appear before his Maker. Read the Bible every day of your 


lefe.”” 


wren 
Haatrornr, Arnis &. 
INSTALLATION. 


On the 27th ult. the Rev. Canes J. Tenney was installed col- 


CONNECTICUT. 


| league Pastor with the Rev. John Marsh, D. D, in the charge of the 


first church aad society in Wethersfield. Mr. Cone, of Colchester, 
made the introductory prayer; Dr. Lyman, of Millington, delivered 
the sermon—Text, 2 Tim. iv. 7,8; Dr. Perk:ns of West-Hartford, 
made the installing prayer; Dr. Marsh gave the charge; Mr. Brace, 
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of Newingten, expressed the fellowship of the ehurches ; and Mr. 
Lockwood of Glaetenbury made the concluding prayer. 


ee 


—— 


INTELLIGENCE FROM ABROAD. 
<> 


MASSACHUSETTS. Newauryport, Apri 2. 


Yesterday afternoon, about 4 o’clock, the Rev. Mr. Miltimore’s 
Meeting-house in Newbury, (Bellville,) was struck with lightning 
and wholly consumed by Fiae. The lightning, as it ran down the 
spire from the top of the steeple, parted and communieated fire on 
both sides of the building. It was first discovered by Mr. Milti- 
more’s family ; but the wind blowing fresh in a direction to carry the 
flames into the body of the house, every effort to save it from de- 
struction proved abortive.—Many of the gentlemen belonging to the 
parish were attending the aunual meeting. The engine belonging 
to Bellville being small, and having little or no water near, except 
such as was taken from the gutters in the highway, it was impossible 
to reach that part of the belfrey which first began to burn; and be- 
fore those from town could be got there, it was completely enveloped 
in one entire sheet of flames. Nothing was or could be saved, except 
the cushions, books, and some of the windows in the lower story.— 
Thus, in a few moments, was reduced to ashes one of the best and 
most elegant meeting-houses in our vicinity; and with it the pride 
of the proprietors—the best hopes and prospects of the reverend pas- 
tor and family. 


To behold the house of God wrapped in flames, was a scene aw- 
fully sublime! Added to this, let the reader imagine the feelings of 
distress which wruog the heart of this Rev. disciple of Jesus, who has 
long ministered the things of life to the people of his charge ; the 
agonies of his wife, reduced by years of sickness to great infirmity ; 
together with the grief of their children, and he may have some idea 
of their actual situation. 


Itis hoped that a liberal and beneficent public will again find 
pleasure in freely contributing to the calls of charity, and thereby 
heal the wounds of this family, and enabie the parish soon to build a 
house of worship. 


EE 


RHODE-ISLAND. 


ts * 


t is more blessed to give than receive.” 


Providence, Marcu 27. 


A number of ladies in Providence, (R.1I.) have associated under 
the name of the Dorcas Society, with a view to make and distribute 
clothing to the poor and indigent, at proper seasons, and have adopt- 
ed the above title from pious Dorcas of old.* 


Sea 
SOUTH-CAROLINA. CuHarvueston, Marcu 30. 
CONSECRATION OF ST. PAUL’s CHURCH. 


Another Temple has been built for the worship of Almighty God; 
an’, heing so far completed as to be fit for the reception of a congre- 
gation, it was solemnly consecrated on Thursday last, the 28th inst. 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Denon, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, according to the ritual of 
that Church. 


The duties which appertained to the Episcopal Office, were per- 
formed by the Bishop with great solemnity and devotion; and the 
sublime invocations of the blessings of the Almighty upon the sacra- 
ments which should be administered, and the rites and ordinances 
which should be performed in the new temple, was deeply impressive. 
The senience of Consecration was read by the Rey. Dr. Dalcho, and 





_ © “ Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple, named Tabitha, which by interpretation, 
1e rw Dorcas; thie woman was full of good works and alms-deeds which she did.”—-Acts 
ix, 36. 





ON 
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the Morning Prayers were ofered upto the throne of Grace by the 
Rev. Mr. Canspbell. ‘The Psalms, appointed for the occasion, were 
read by the Rev. Mr. Gervais, and the Lessons by the Rev. Dr. Gads- 
den, and the Rev. Dr. Frazer. The Sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Dr. Percy, from Zachariah, iv. 7. and the services of the day 
were concluded by the administration of the Lord's Supper by the 
Bishop, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Mills, the Rev. Mr. Fowler, aud the 
Rev. Mr. Tschudy. The presence of a considerable number of the 
Orphan Children, who accompanied with their voices the organ by 
Mr. Eckhard, Sen. in the chants and psalms, gave additional satis- 
faction to the audience. | Couricr. | 





SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY. 
Rome, Janvary 19. 


The congregation of Foreign Missions labours with the greatest 
zeal to re-establish its relations with various parts of the world. One 
of the most happy results, undoubtedly, is the special protection 
which its members have obtained from China and Abyssinia. They 
write from Pekiu, that the Emperor, having obtained a report from 
the tribunal of worship, of the sentences passed against the Jesuils, 
wrote at the bottom of the report, with his red, or indelible pencil,— 
“ Let the Edict of the 11th January, 1724, cease to be a law of the 
Empire. ‘There is only one God, and this God cannot be offended 
with the diversity of names which are given to him.” Any thing 


_written with the red pencil can never be recalled: Decrees in other 
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colours may be altered. 


According to this imperial decision, the Ediet of Toleration of the 
Great Emperor Kang Hi, of 1672, and that of 1711, have been again 
transcribed from the ‘Tribunal of Rites, and transmitted, seaied with 
the great seal, covered with yellow satin, to Don Gaspaed della 
Cruce, a Portuguese. It is remarkable, that it was a Dominican of 
this name, and of the same nation, who in 1536, was the first to in- 
troduce the Christian Religion into China. 


His Holiness received with the most lively joy, this pleasing intel- 
ligence. Father della Cruce had the honor to be presented to his 


| eminence the Cardinal Secretary of State, along with the four no- 


vice Chinese Jesuits, who were conducted to the audience chamber 
by M. Concellieu, Director of the Propaganda. 


We are assured that the Edicts of the Chinese Emperor reached 
our Court through the Portuguese Ambassador. 


Twelve Jesuits will be sent to China in the Spring. His Holi- 
ness has addressed a brief felicitation to the Emperor of China, to 
thank him. We are even assured, that a Bull will be issued to regu- 
late the discipline of ‘ie Chinese Churches. 


OBITUARY. 


ie = 


MASSACHUSETTS. At Weadell, on Tuesday the 27th ult. the reverend and amiae 
ble Mr. Joszra# Kitrurn, in the 6lst year of iis age, and the 33d of his ministry. A gen- 
tleman highly esteemed through life, and greatly lamented at his death. On every ae- 
count he was solicitous to maintain the honor of the Christian character, wasfound in the faith 
of the Gospel, and whilst he maintained the free and sovereign grace of Gop in our salva- 
tion, he was zealous of good works, and set against an ineffectual faith ; for knowing that 
faith without works is dead; he applied himself diligently to the various duties of Chris- 
tianity : and praised and magnified the Ministerial Office by his works, as well as with his 
lips. In his private life, the Seatlemen and the Christian appeared to great advantage ; he 
was in his constitution active, and from principle disposed to good works; was ofan affable 
condescending, and obliging disposition ; kind, gentle, and good to all, he was in the high- 
est degree tender and affectionate to his consort, children, and other connexions. By the 
—_ of this venerable servant of Curisr, religiow and community have sustained a heavy 
oss. 

RHODE ISLAND. In Wrentham, on the 20th ultimo, Mra. Resecca M. Farrine- 
tox, consort of the Rev. Daniel Fariiogton, ia the 48th year of her age.—-To a lively 
genius and an improved mind, she united an amiable and virtvous disposition. Piety 
and benevolence were the predominant features of her character. During her life she 
seemed to bear continually upon ber mind the injunction of doing unto others ae she 
would that others woald do unto her. She overcame the troubles and misfortunes of bu- 
man life with Christian fortitude and patience, and rested on the joyful anticipation of 
meeting her Saviour and her God, in another and a better world. She has lefta large 
aad and a numerous acquanitance, who long will deeply deplore her irieparab'e 
O38. 
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NEW-YORK. Ie Plattsburgh, the #th inst. in the 19th year of her age, Miss Carna- 
nin Wootsey, youngest daughter of Gen. Metancthon L. Woolsey, and sister of Major 
‘Woolsey and Mrs. W. Hubbell, of this village —The Plattsburgh Republican in noticing 
this death, says—“ This dispensation of Divine Providence has inflicted a wound in an 
amiable and highly respectable family, which time can never efface. Young, amiable, 
and accomplished, innocert and happy, she was the delight of her parents’ age, the vi- 
brating chord in the bound ef domestic felicity, and the admiration of a vumerous society 
of friend:.-—In three short days those pfreats were called to weep over their fallen 
daughter, that family tomourn a departed sister, and society to lament one of its bright- 
est ornaments. Philosophy and religion inculcate the principle of resignation to the will 
of Heaven, and to Him who bas power to give and to take away, we ought to bow with 
reverence and with piety.’ 


MARYLAND. Onthe19thinst. Mr. Wa. Reese, of Dablin District, in Hartford 
Covnty, after having breathed this sub'unary air for the space of one hundred und eight 
years, seventeen days ! He was a native of Cecil County, Maryland. it would be uo- 
pardonable to commit the remains of this worthy and venerable old man to the dust, 
without remarking, that he performed the civil and social duties of life in such an amiable 
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manner, as to attract the esteem of all who knew him: And throughout the whole of hiy 
leng life-tine, maintained a most unblemished character. 


VIRGINIA. On Sunday the 31st March, 1816, departed this life near Fredericks. 
burgh, Virginia, inthe 7Znd year of his age, the venerable Francis Aspury, Bishop of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.—-Of him it may be said, “a great man has fallen in 
Israel,” having laboured in his Lord’s Vineyard more than fifty years, as an itineran 
Minister. lathe death of such a Labourer, the Church of Christ in general, and par 
ticularly that portion of it over which he was more immediately cal'ed to preside, has 
sustained a Joss, which must be deeply felt and long deplored. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. In Charleston, Mr. Jonn Dunn, aged 33—a native of Scot. 
| land --He was a man of extensive science—an excellagt Poet—and formerly a corres 

pondent of the Centinet.—In an obituary notice he i®epoken of as ** the writer of the 
Lay Curate,” and that his poetical compositions “ evinced the fire of Dryden, the sii 
plicity of Spencer, the humour of Bwift, the delicacy of Addison, and the sublimity and 
spirit of Milton.”’ 
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POETICAL DEPARTMENT. 
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SELECTED. 


—-—--- 


From the Boston Evenitne Gazurie. 
rhe following lines were written by a Lady of Masea- 
chusetts—and reflect no little credit both on her head 
nel her heart, 


—_—-— 


THE SACRIFICE. 


en senna 


THE morniog’s sun rose bright and clear— 
On Abrabam’s tent it gaily shone ; 

And all was bright and cheerful there, 
Ail, save the Patriarch’s heart alone. 


‘ But shall a feeble worm rebel, 
* And murmur at a father’s rod ” 
* Shall he be backward to fulfil 
* The known and certain will of Gor 


‘ Arise my son! the cruet fill, 

* And store the serip with due supplies ; 
‘ For we must seek Moriath’s hiil, 

‘ And offer there a eacr ifice !"— 


The mother rais’d a speaking eye, 
And alla mother’s soul was there— 

** She fear’d the desert, drear and dry ! 
‘She fear'd the savage, lurking there !’-- 


Abraham beheld, and made reply : 


Bot let no pen profane, hke mice. 
Oo boliest themes, too rashly dare— 
Turn to the Boox o* Booxs DIVINE, 
And read the blessed promise there, 


% 
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Ages en ages roll’'d away— 

At length the hour appointed came ; 
And, on the Mount of Calvary, 

Gon did himself provide a Lamp ! 
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CONSIDERATIONS ON 
PART OF THE EIGHTY-EIGHTH PSALM. 


A COLLEGE ExERcis#, 1690. 


| I. 


While Gon’s command arose to miod, 
It forced into his eye the tear ; 





| *€On Him, from whom our blessings flow, 


‘ My sister, we with faith rely ; 
‘Tis he commands, and we must go !” 


Hravy, O Lord, on me thy judgments lie, 
Accurst I am, while God rejects my ery. 
O*erwhelm'd in darkness and despair I groan, 


For, though his sou) was all resign’d, 
Yet nature fondly linger’d there. 


} And every place is hell ; for God is gone, 

©! Lord, arise, and let thy beains control 

Those horrid clouds, that press my frighted seul 

Save the poor wanderer from eternal night, 
Thou that art the God of light 


The duteous son in haste obey’d, 
The scrip was fill’d, the mules prepar’d ; 
And with the third day’s twilight shade 
Moriair's lofty hill appear’d. 


The simple morning feast was spread, 
And Sarah at the banquet smil'd, 
Joy e’er her face its lustre shed, 
For near ber sat ber only child. 





The menials then at distance wait— iI. 
Alone ascend the son and sire ; 

The wood on Isaac’s shoulder’s laid, 
The wood—to build Ais funeral pyre !— 


Downward J hasten to my destin’d place ; 
There none obtain thy aid, or sing thy praise. 
Soon | shall lie in death’s deep ocean drown'd 
Is mercy there, or sweet forgiveness found ? 


The charms that pleas’d a meaarcli’s eye, 
Upon her cheek had left their trace : 
Tis highly augured destiny 
Was written iu his heavenly face. 





ee re a eee 


No passion swayed the father’s mind, | O save me yet, whilst on the brink I stand ; 
The groaning father turn’d away, He felt a calm, a death-like chill— | Rebuke the storm, and waft my sou! to land 
- ° 4 > 
And walk’d the inner tent apart— | His soul, all chastened, all resigu’d, | O let her rest beneath thy wing secure, 


Bow'd meekly—though he shuddered stil}. Thou that art the God of power. 


He felt his fortitude decay, 


While Nature whisper’d in his heart: 


W hile on the mountain’s brow they stood, 11, 


With smiling wonder, Isaac cries, 
‘* My father, lo! the fre and wood— 
* But where’s the lamb for sacrifice ’— 


‘O! must this son, t# whom was given Behold the prodigal ! to thee I come, 
* The promise of a blessed land, To hail my father, and to seek my home. 
* Heir to the choicest gifts of heaven, Nor refuge could I find, nor friend abroad, 
‘ Be slain by a fond parent’s hand ;’ Straying in vice, and destitute of God. 

The Holy Spirit stay’d his mind, O let thy terrors, aud my anguish end ' 
While Abraham answered Jow, aside, Be thou my refuge and be thou my friend . 
With steady voice, and look resign’d, Receive the son thou didst so long reprove, 

** God wil! himself a lamb provide !"— Thou that art the God of Love. 


* This son, for whom my eldest bora 

* Was sent an outcast from his home, 
* And in some wilderness, forlorn, 

* A savage exile doom’d to roam °— 
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